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THE OLD GERMAN CATHOLIC PARISHES OF BALTIMORE

St. John's German Catholic Church, 1799-1841
St. James, 1841 -
St. Alphonsus, 1845 =~

In 1799, St. John!'s German Catholic Church was established on the corner of .
Park Avenue and Saratoga Street. By 1840 this national parish had outgrown the
church building which also was badly in need of repairs. The congregation peti-
tioned Archbishop Eccleston for a new church; permission was granted. To ac-
commodate the St. John's congregation, the Archbishop gave them St. James
Church, At the same time, Archbishop Eccleston called in the Redemptorist
Fathers and assigned to them all German congregations in the diocese. To

care for the displaced St, James congregation, mainly Irish, the Archbishop
assigned them to the newly built St. Vincent's.

In 1841, St. John's was torn down and a new and larger edifice was begun on the
site of the former church. The new church, completed in 1845, was named St.
Alphonsus. It was the Mother House of the Redemptorist Order in North America
until 1913, St. Alphonsus itself served the German community on the west side
of Jones Falls until 1917 when, through various transactions, it came into pos-
session of the Lithuanian Catholics.
St. James was established and built by private funds of Archbishop James Whitfield
in 1833 for the Irish Catholics in the neighborhood of Aisquith and Eager Streets.
But the Irish moved toward Front Street and the Germans on the east side of Jones
Falls crowded into the St. James Area. A Redemptorist Seminary was located at
St. James in 1842 and a new church was constructed in 1865,

In 1853 a territorial parish, called St. John the Evangelist, the original name given
to the German parish in 1799, was established at Valley and Eager Streets. It was
this parish which, because of declining numbers and changing population, was
merged into St. James in 1966, For practical purposes this means the records

of St. John'’s, 1853-1966, are at St, James parish, Photostat copies of St. John!s
German Catholic Church can.be found at St. Alphonsus and St. James, As a
German parish, St, Alphonsus records cover 18451917,

Extant records of the original St, John the German Catholic Church, records of
St. James and St. John the Evangelist (closed 1966) are found in the former parish,
In 1940 when the Historical Records Survey was made the records of St, Alphonsus
were still in that church; the Lithuanian congregation continued to use books begun
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St. John's German Catholic Church, 1799-1841
St. James, 183% - 1966

St. Alphonsus, 1845 - 1918

St. John the Evangelist, 1853 - 1966

St. James and St. John's, 1966 - date

In 1799 St, John's German Catholic Church was
built on the corner of Park Avenue and Saratoga Streets. By 1840
the church building was too small for the fast-growing congrega-
tion and St., John's was entrusted to Father Joseph Prost of the
Redemptorists Fathers. This Order was charged with the care of
all German congregations in the Archdiocese,

Late in 1841, or early the following year, St. John's was torn
down and a new and larger edifice was begun on the site of the former
church. The new sanctuary, completed in 1845, was named St. Alphonsus.
It was the Mother House of the Redemptorist Order in North America
until 1913, St., Alphonsus itself served the German community on the
west side of Jones Falls until 1917/18 when, through various tran-
sactions, it came into possession of the Lithuanian Catholics.

St. James was established and built by private funds of Arch-
bishop James Whitfield in 1833 for the Irish Catholics in the neigh-
borhood of Aisquith and Eager Streets. But the Irish moved toward
Front Street and the Germans on the east side of Jones Falls crowded
into the St, James area. So Father Gildea, first pastor of St. James,
went with his English-speaking congregation to the new St. Vincent,
The congregation at St, James was left almost totally German. Both
St. James and St, Alphonsus were cared for by the Redemptorists and
the Superior of St. Alphonsus was Superior to both churches. A
Redemptorist Seminary was located at St. James in 1842 and a new
church was constructed in 1865.

From 1841 until 1853 there was no congregation in the Archdiocese
styled St. John the Evangelist. In the latter year a parish of
that name was built, . on Valley and Eager Streets, It was
this St. Johns, which in 1966 merged with "old“ St., James to form the
present parish of St. James and St. John.

Extant records of the original -
St. James and St. John the Evangel1st (closed 1966) are
found in this parish. In 1940 when the Historical Records Survey
was made the records of St. Alphonsus were still in that church; the
Lithuanian congregation continued to use books begun by the Germans.
From 1840-1845 during the period of its reconstruction some record
books of St. James served the old St. John's and the new St. Alphonsus
congregation, Oversight of St. James by Fathers of St. Alponsus meant
that certain record books were shared.

J. Thomas Scharf, History of the City and County of Baltimore, Balto., 1886

Works Progress Administration. Survey of State and Local Historical Records:
1936, Maryland Historical Records Survey, Church Records Forms, Baltimore

City. Roman Catholic: MdHR, Notes taken by J. Ellis Kesterson, 1938,
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by the Germans. From 1840-1845 during the period of its reconstruction some
record books of St. James served the old St, John's and the new St. Alphonsus
congregation. Oversight of St. James by Fathers of St. Alphonsus meant that
certain record books were shared
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Offce of the Archbishop

Catholic Center
320 Cathiedral Sticet
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Mr. Edward C. Papenfuse

State Archivist and Commissioner
of Land Patents L

P.0O. Box 828 .

* Annapolis, Maryland 21404 .

Dear Mr. Papenfuse:

“You are quite correct in noting that my understanding is that access
to records less than 100 years old is being restricted. . In fact a
clarification is needed here as well.:- The records which are being
restricted are not those concerning marriages and deaths but only
baptismal records. The purpose of this restriction is related to
such matters as adoption and illegitimacy. | '

Permission is readily granted to have a member of your professional
staff examine reels of film containing restricted records for a search
of records dating before 1877 on an individual request basis. It is
understood that these reels will not be available to the public. You
may sell to the Maryland Historical Society those reels which contain
restricted as well as unrestricted records only if they are able to
guarantee the same understanding.

- Hoping that this presents a{ny clarification needed, I am-

S:ftnclerely yours,

N ollees D7 Iors

Arxchbishop of Baltimore







